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SAI ATTENDS THE ARC
NATIONAL CONVENTION
Indiana hosted the 2015 National Convention of The Arc. The convention was held
October 3-5 at the Indianapolis Marriott Downtown. Many self-advocates attended
the convention, and were able to sit in sessions about self-advocacy, assistive
technology, public policy, and much more. Attendees were also able to hear from
Special Olympics CEO, Tim Shriver. Due to a grant from Indiana’s Governor’s
Council for People with Disabilities, Self-Advocates of Indiana was able to send
eight SAI board members and self-advocates to the convention. Self-Advocates
were able to learn more and have a great time at the convention.

Highlights of The Arc National Convention
By Leann Dusenberry
Ten people from Aweseome Westside Advocates attended the Arc National
Convention at the Marriot in Indianapolis. I liked learning about tech use, taking
trips, and taking a heath survey for people with disabilities.
We watched short films at the Sprout Film Festival Saturday night. They all included people with disabilities. Some were amazing!
The Sunday night tailgate party was fun. We took photos of an Indy car, friends,
and the decorations.

IN THIS ISSUE


SAI Holds Annual Picnic



SAI Conference



Self-Advocates campaign for
Special Olympics Ballroom
Dancing
Christmas Ornaments
for Sale


Betty Williams gives
Keynote Address


Diploma Changes Affect
People With Disabilities


Self-Advocates Speak to
Case Managers


FROM THE PRESIDENT
It’s been a while since the last Nim’s News, and there has
been a lot going on at SAI. Summer was a busy time with
lots of big changes.
We held our second Statewide Meeting of the year in
May, where self-advocates were able to hear from Virginia Bates from Vocational Rehabilitation. Also in May, we
traveled to Clark County to meet a group of individuals
who are interested in opening a Self-Advocates chapter.
In June, we had a board meeting at The Marten House in Indianapolis. Board
member, Betty Williams spoke about the issue of guardianship. SAI Administrator, Laura Cummings, announced she would be leaving SAI, and so the process
of hiring a new administrator began. We are happy to announce that Amanda
Circle joined us in August as our new SAI Administrator. Amanda previously
worked at Noble, local chapter of The Arc in Marion and Hamilton Counties and
Best Buddies Indiana.
July was a busy month as we worked hard to plan the 2015 SAI Annual Picnic.
The picnic took place on July 24 at Eagle Creek Park. We had a great turnout
with over 600 people attending. We were very happy to have Governor Mike
Pence join us to conduct a ceremonial bill signing of legislation to eliminate the
“R” word from state law and replace it with “Intellectual Disabilities.”
On September 16 we held the 2015 SAI Conference at the Marten House in
Indianapolis, IN.
In October, many self-advocates and board members attended, volunteered at,
and even spoke at The Arc National Convention on October 3-5.
Fall is now here and we look forward to what the rest of this year will bring SAI,
and are excited to wrap up the year with our Board Holiday party in December!

DSPIN & SAI held joint awards luncheon

On September 16 we held the 2015
SAI Conference at the Marten House
in Indianapolis, IN. We had over 80
guests—including self-advocates,
sponsors, speakers, and exhibitors—attend the conference. SAI
partnered with DSPIN, who also held
their annual conference at The Marten House that day. DSPIN and SAI
joined together for a special awards
luncheon to honor self-advocates,
professionals, allys, and government
officials who make an impact on our
lives. Over 250 self-advocates and
professionals attended the luncheon.
Senators Susan Glick, Jean Liesing,
and Vaneta Becker all received the
‘Friend Of The Industry’ award.
Becky Curtis, ADEC staff and SAI
chapter advisor, received the SAI
Professional Award.
INARF received the SAI Ally award,
for partnering with SAI throughout
the year.
Finally, Shawn Rector, SAI board
member, was the recipient of the
2015 Darcus Nims Self-Advocate
Award.
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GOVERNOR SIGNS
SB 420 AT PICNIC
Governor Mike Pence attended
Self-Advocates of Indiana’s picnic
on July 24, 2015 to conduct a
ceremonial bill signing to remove
the term “mental retardation” from
Indiana Code. SB 420, passed in
the 2015 session of the Indiana
General Assembly, replaces the
term “mental retardation” with
“intellectual disability” (I/DD)
throughout the Indiana Code. The
bill was authored by Senators
Ronald Grooms, Vaneta Becker
and Dennis Kruse; and was sponsored by Representatives Ed
Clere, Sheila Klinker, Wendy
McNamara and Greg Porter.

Diploma Changes Affect People With IDD
Article provided by The Arc of Indiana
Indiana’s high school diploma options, and the number and types of classes students must take to graduate with a diploma, could be changing as
the state explores new requirements to earn a diploma. The decisions
being made over the next several months regarding diplomas will have a
significant impact on the lives of students, including students with special
needs. The Arc has been closely monitoring this issue and continues to
discuss with key decision makers the importance of providing a path for
students receiving special education services to earn a diploma rather
than being issued a certificate of completion. Indiana currently offers four
types of high school diplomas. General Core 40 Academic Honors Technical Honors However, it is important to note that not all school corporations offer the General diploma. Many families report that early on in their
child’s education they have been required to make a decision as to
whether or not their child is on the Core 40 diploma track or a track to
receive a certificate of completion. In the 2015 session of the Indiana
General Assembly, The Arc worked to pass House Bill 1194, which requires schools to inform families of students with special needs of all the
state’s diploma options. However, it did not fix the problem of schools
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simply not offering the General diploma. Continued on Page 5

Interview by Melody Cooper
Ashley Porter and Nitaya Lewis recently
presented their idea to make ballroom
dancing an official Special Olympics sport.
The two presented their idea to Special
Olympics CEO Tim Shriver at the 2015
National Convention of The Arc. SAI President, Melody Cooper followed up with
them after the convention to get their
thoughts.

How did you get involved in ballroom
dancing?
Nitaya: Steve Hinkle invited me to a
class, and I’ve been going every Wednesday since.
Ashley: I got involved with ballroom
dancing through Easter Seals Arc of
Northeast Indiana. I’ve been doing ballroom dancing for eight years.
What do you like about
ballroom dancing?
Nitaya: It is nice and
lovely. I enjoy it, and
there’s nothing I wouldn’t
do for ballroom dancing.
Ashley: I like ballroom
dancing. It’s a great way
for me to express myself.

How has it helped you in your life?
Nitaya: It has helped me a lot. When I
first started, I didn’t know the steps, but
I’ve improved.
Ashley: It has helped me make more
friends, and learn different dance styles.
Why do you think other people would
benefit from ballroom dancing?
Nitaya: People would really enjoy it and
have fun. I want them to see it is a good
sport. I want everyone to know that it’s a
fun sport, and something that people with
disabilities can get involved in.
Ashley: Ballroom dancing helps you
become more competitive. I would tell
them the name of an instructor so they
could get involved.
Continued on page 5

By Betty Williams
Jill Smith and I took a trip to West Virginia, because I was asked to be the Keynote Speaker for the People First of West Virginia
Conference which took place at a 4H fairgrounds in West Virginia. The theme of the conference was ‘Get On Board the Train of
Self-Advocacy’. I spoke about self-advocacy in my keynote speech, and also led a session about how to organize a self-advocacy
group. I was able to attend many sessions, including sessions about cyberbullying and financial management. We had lots of good
food and a fun time. Some of the parents on the West Virginia Council for People with Disabilities had heard me speak before. In
all, there were over 240 people at the conference. I would like to thank the People First of West Virginia and The Arc of West
Virginia for having me.

SELF-ADVOCATES SPEAK TO CASE MANAGERS
On Wednesday, October 28, a group of four self-advocates, Melody
Cooper, Betty Williams, Leann Dusenberry, and Kelsey Cowley, led
a panel discussion for CareStar Case Managers. Self-Advocates
came prepared to share their stories and share what they feel
makes a good case manager. The panel discussed the importance
of having case managers that really care about you and listen to
what you want. Case management turn around was another issue
that was brought up by the panel, The purpose of the panel was to
open a discussion between case managers and consumers about
how case managers can best support the dreams and goals of the
individuals they serve. The panel was very well received, and many
case managers had questions of their own to ask our self-advocate
panel. Our panel also encouraged the case managers to support
their consumers to become stronger self-advocates and encourage
them to get involved in a local self-advocacy group.
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DIPLOMAS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
As part of the Indiana Career Council,
the Core 40 subcommittee was established to make recommendations
to the State Board of Education, including:
•Changing course requirements for
the Core 40 diploma
•Changing the types of diplomas offered
•Analyzing the need for a Career
Technical Education (CTE) diploma
and/or CTE offerings
After meeting over the past few
months, the subcommittee has proposed the following changes to Indiana’s high school diploma options.
The proposed changes would:
•Combine the two honors diplomas
•Replace the Core 40 diploma with a
new College and Career Ready diploma
•Replace the General diploma with a
new Workforce Ready diploma
The new College and Career Ready
diploma would require at least 44
credits, up from 40. Students would
be required to take more math, science, and social studies classes and
two new classes – career preparation
and financial literacy – would be added as mandatory classes. The Workforce Ready diploma, among other
changes, would require 6-8 credits in
Math, up from the 4 currently required
for a General diploma. Parents and
the high school principal would be
required to approve students choosing the Workforce Ready diploma. In
the article “Indiana’s high school diplomas are about to get an overhaul,”
in the education news publication

Chalkbeat, Teresa Lubbers, the
head of the Indiana Commission
for Higher Education, stated that
the Workforce Ready diploma is
not meant for the majority of students. “Close to 90 percent of kids
get the college and career ready
diploma or honors,” Lubbers said.
“So we are talking less than 10
percent there.” The goal is to finalize proposed changes by December and present them to the General Assembly in the 2016 legislative session. If adopted, the
changes would take effect in the
2018-2019 school year. The Arc
remains concerned that the proposed diploma structure does not
take into account the need to provide a path for students receiving
special education services to earn
a diploma.
The Arc High School Diploma Survey
The Arc recently conducted a survey of families, students, professionals and advocates regarding
high school diplomas to gather
their input. Of the 449 respondents, 56% were family members,
nearly 43% of whom had a child
with special needs between the
ages of 6-14 and 33% between
the ages of 14-18. 94% of the respondents agreed that students
receiving special education services should be provided a diploma option if he or she can demonstrate progress on individualized
education goals.
Anybody who is able to learn despite their limitations deserves a
recognition and an opportunity like
the people who don’t have disabilities.

They are doing work, why shouldn’t they be allowed the same reward as other students?
Why should meeting IEP goals be
treated any different than a general education or honors student
completing their goals for a diploma?
96% of the respondents said all
Indiana school corporations
should be required to offer all diplomas offered by the state.
There needs to be consistency
across the state on this.
By not offering the general education diploma and pushing the certificate of completion option on our
kids, the schools deny them good
jobs and further education. A student should not be denied a fully
authorized diploma recognized by
the state simply because of where
they live. Over 76% of the respondents said that Indiana’s current diploma structure does not
allow students enrolled in special
education programs to explore
their areas of interest and help
them choose a career path. I have
(people I serve) who are not able
to get a job in the career they
would like due to not having a diploma.

Continue reading at http://
www.arcind.org/news/stateproposing-changes-to-indianahigh-school-diploma-structure/
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By Don Collins
The Shelbyville VC Aktion and Self Advocates Club will be selling ornaments
before Christmas for the seventh year in
a row. The idea for selling ornaments is
the creation of Holly Forville, an advisor
of the club. She has worked with ceramics for several years and believed that
creating ceramic ornaments would be
possible by developing a method of producing several hundred ornaments on a
“production line” basis. This would also
permit members to assist in the process.
Here is how she does it:

kiln must be cooled off prior to removing the fired ornaments.
After removal from the kiln, each ornament is then painted by an Aktion
Club/Self Advocates member. The
paint fills the indentation of each
stamped scene, using different colors
for different items on the ornament.
Once the painting is complete, the
excess paint outside of the indentation
is washed and removed.

After the paint has dried, the ornament
The basic clay that forms the ornaments is given a “glaze” coating by an Aktion
are rolled out into sheets about ¼” thick. Club/Self Advocates member. It is
She then uses a 3” diameter form to cut brushed only on the top and sides, not
the bottom. This glazing step makes
the individual ornaments. Each one is
the ornament have a shine for imsmoothed to remove any bumps, air
pockets or other imperfections. A small proved finish coating.
¼” hole is placed near the top to hold a
Once the glaze coat is dried on all the
ribbon later. This will hold the ornament
ornaments, they are once again
on the tree. On the reverse side, the
placed in the kiln and fired to a temname of the Aktion Club/Self Advocates
perature of 2100 degrees. This high
member is also indented and the year is
temperature hardens the ornament
also added. This makes each year
and firmly sets the painting and glaze
unique and some people will buy each
as part of the finished ornament. Once
year to have a “collection” of ornaments.
the desired temperature is achieved,
She has a series of rubber stamps that the kiln is turned off and the ornaments are allowed to cool slowly. This
are used to place an indentation of a
Christmas phrase, picture or emblem on process takes about 2 days or so from
start to finish.
each ornament. This indentation will
later be filled with colorfulpaint to make
the ornament more attractive.

When cooled, the ornaments are removed from the kiln. An Aktion Club/
Once that is done, the clay is then “fired” Self Advocates member can now
place a ribbon through the small hole
in her kiln at a temperature of about
so the ornaments can hang on the
1900 degrees to harden the clay. The
tree.

They are now ready for gift boxing by an
Aktion Club/Self Advocates member and
ready for sale.
The ornaments are sold individually for $5 or
2 for $9, 3 for $12, and 4 for $15. The cost of
materials is about $1.50. Each year club
members have sold about 400-500 ornaments. We also have many people voluntarily pay more for their purchase and some
people and businesses also make a contribution even though they do not purchase
ornaments.
For more information contact:
Don Collins, collins.don@comcast.net
Holly Forville, hforville@gmail.com

Dancing, cont.
What gave you the idea to write letters to Tim Shriver?
Nitaya: It was Ashley’s idea, but we
wanted him to put ballroom dancing in
the national and international games.
Ashley: I wrote the letter to Tim
Shriver to see if ballroom dancing could
be a part of the Special Olympics World
Games. It’s important that other people
can express themselves through music
and build skills.
What did you tell him in your letter?
Nitaya: My name, what I do, the other
sports I do, and I asked him to make it
an official Special Olympics sport.
Ashley: I asked him to make ballroom dancing a part of the World
Games in the future, because it helps
me express myself and have fun.
What was it like meeting and dancing
Tim Shriver?
Nitaya: It was amazing
Ashley: It was fun, and knowing that
his mom started Special Olympics was
really cool.
Do you think that Tim Shriver will
listen to your request?
Nitaya: I hope so.
Ashley: Yes! When we talked to him
before his speech, he asked Nitaya and
I to give a short demo about ballroom
dancing, so I think he got the idea.
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Left: All three Self-Advocates of Indiana
Administrators, Rebecca Scherpelz,
Laura Cummings, and Amanda Circle
were present at ‘An Evening in Honor of
John Dickerson’ at The Arc National
Covention

Contact Us
107 N Pennsylvania St
Suite 800
Indianapolis, IN 46204

(317) 977-2375
mcooper@arcind.org

SAVE THE DATE
SAI BOARD MTG. & HOLIDAY PARTY
Wednesday and Thursday, Dec. 16-17
The Marten House, Indianapolis

acircle@arcind.org

Are YOU following us on social media?
www.facebook.com/saindiana

@SelfAdvocatesIN

